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OF OUR 


Moollen Manufacturies, 


FROM THE 
| þ EBACE of Ryſwick to This Time. 


SHEWING, 


Their Former Flouriſhing, and their Preſent Ruinous 
Condition; and that they always flouriſhed when 
FRANCE could not get our Wool, but declined in 
Proportion to the — of Wool Exported 
to them, 


To which is added 


An Efectual SCHEME to prevent the 
Exportation of our Woor, 


BY AN 
UNIVERSAL REGISTRY. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE 


LORDMAYOR 
| The Right Worthipful the 
Court of ALDER MEN, 
And the Worthy 
COMMON-COUNCIL, 
O F T H E 


Cirr of LOND 0 N 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Fellow Citizen and Fellow 
Trader reſpectfully and affectio- 
pately addreſſes you, to defire your 
Patronage of the following Narrative, 
and your Aſſiſtance to forward the 
Deſign mention'd in it. I am induc'd 
to make This Application to You, by 
your eminent Zeal on all Occaſions for 


the Publick Welfare, and by the Na- 


ture of my Requeſt to you, No Man 
A 2 can 


iv Dxrxvpicartioxn. 


can reaſonably doubt of a favourable 
Reception from you, if he comes in 
behalf of his Country: And, My Lord 
and Gentlemen, I do not ask you to 
patronize any Thing of a trifling 
Nature, but a Matter of national, of 
univerſal, of the moſt important Con- 
cern, to You, to the whole Kingdom, 
and to His Majeſty. The great Source 
of the Wealth and Strength of this 
Trading Nation, which are the Safety 
of the Nation and the Support of the 
Government, are our Woollen Manu- 
facturies. The total Decay of Them 
muſt be attended with the Deſtruction 
of the Kingdom, and the Subverſion of 
the Conſtitution. If we, by the Loſs 
of our STarLE Trade, continue every 
Day to grow poorer and weaker, while 
France, by gaining it, grows every 
Day richer and ſtronger, they will ſoon 
be as able, as they are always ready, to 
preſcribe Laws to Us. The Exporta- 
tion of our Wool to France is the chief 
Cauſe of our Weakneſs and their 
Strength. By the Help of our Yoo? 

5 they 


DzDpicaTion. 'Y 
they have been enabled to improve 
their Manufacturies, and by being able 
to work cheaper than we can poſſibly 
do, they have under- ſold and ſup- 
planted us in Foreign Markets. An 
effectual Remedy for this fatal Evil has 
been often ſtudied, but never before in- 
vented. My Lord and Gentlemen, I here 
offer you one, which I may venture to 
call an effectual one, becauſe allowed, by 
all Perſons acquainted with Trade, and 
not denied, to be ſuch, by any of the 
 Miniftry ; and by the Help of which 
I will undertake, under any Penalty, 
.to bring, from Foreigners, into the 
Treaſury, a Million yearly, and into 
the Intereſt of Land and Trade, above 
ſeven Millions; ſo that the King and 
and his Subjects have loſt above ſixty 
Millions, and France have gain'd 
above twice as much, by my 
Scheme's not being accepted when J 
firſt offer'd it, near nine Years ago, re- 
commended by the Hands of above 
600,000 Traders. His Majeſty, when 
J applied to him, was moſt graciouſſy 
: pleas'd 


vi DevDication; 


pleas'd to give Directions to the Atior- 
ney General to report or form a Char- 
ter, but an Act of Parliament being 
thought to be neceſſary, I have ever 
ſince been making a fruitleſs Applica- 
tion for ſuch an Act, tho my Scheme 
is ſo greatly beneficial to his Majeſty 
and to the Nation. I have often at- 
tempted in vain to get Acceſs to his 
Majeſty, in order to repreſent to him 
the true State of our Trade, and the 
dangerous Conſequences of it; for I 
have either been refus'd Admittance, 
or, if admitted, not allowed Time to 
ſpeak to his Majeſty. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, My Lord and Gentlemen, I moſt 
importunately intreat you, not for ny 

Sake, but for your own Sakes, for your 
Family's, for your Country's, for your 


King's, that you would Petition the 


Parliament, Or Addreſs the Throne, 
that I may be heard, and my Scheme 
conſidered, If I be only a bold and 
ignorant Pretender, let me be puniſhed 
for my Impudence and Impertinence ; 
but if J have Truth on my Side, I may 

reaſonably 


DEDICATION. vii 


reaſonably expect, on ſo momentous a 
Buſineſs, to be attended to with ſome 
Regard. I ſhall then, I make no 
Doubt, be able to ſhew that, unleſs 
we do effectually prevent the Exporta- 
tion of our Wool, we muſt unavoidably 
be ruin'd ; that this can never be done 
by Officers, or by any other Scheme, 
than by an Univerſal Regifiry and 


Charter ? | 


I am, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Reſpefiful 
"A es Aoki 


Servant to Command 


SAMUEL WEBBER, 


* 
— * * 
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Tately Publiſd d, 
In Foux VOLUMES, O#av, 


USBANDRY and Trade Improv'd: Being a 

Collection of many valuable Materials relating 
to Corn, Cattle, Coals, Hops, Wool, c. 
With a compleat Catalogue of the ſeveral, Sorts of 
Earths, and their Proper Product; the beſt Sorts 
of Manure for each; with the Art of Draining and 
Flooding of Lands; as alfo Full and Exact Hiſto- 
ries of Trades, as Malting, Brewing, &c. the Deſ- 
cription and Structure of Inſtruments for Huſbandry, 
and Carriages, with the Manner of their Improve- 
ment; an Account of the Rivers of England, &c. 
and how far they may be made Navigable; of 
Weights and Meaſures, of Woods, Cordace, and 
Metals; of Building and Stowage, the Vegetation 
of Plants, Sc. with many other uſeful Particulars 
communicated by feveral eminent Members of the 
Royal Society, to the Collector, JOHN HOUGH- 
TON, F. R. S. Now Reviſed, Corrected, and 
Publiſhed, with a Preface and uſeful Indexes, by 
RICHARD BRADLEY, F. R. S. and Profeſſor 
of Botany in the Univerſity of Cambridge, 


ASHORT 
NARRATIVE, &c. 
In Some L E T T E R 8, 
ADDRESS DB 
To the PRINTER of the Meebly Miſcellany. 


L E T T E R 1. | 


1 READ in your Paper of the 13th Inſtant a 
Letter concerning the Woollen Mcynufattures, 
wherein the Author of it has mentioned me in ſuch 
a Manner as requires my thankful Acknowledge- 
ment; and his Zeal for the Safety of his Majeſty's 
Government, and the Welfare of his Fellow Subjects, 
may claim the kind Acceptance it has met with from 
the Publick. I may without Vanity appeal to my 
Dealings, for a Courſe of above forty Years in 
Trade, and to the many Teſtimonies which were 
given of me, for a proof of my Veracity and In- 
tegrity; in Confidence of which I prefume to ſend 
you ſome Account of the State of our Moollen Ma- 
nufafturies, ſince my coming into Buſineſs to this 
Time. And this I apprehend to be of the more 
Uſe becauſe the Gentlemen, now in Trade, being a 
New Generation, cannot poſſibly be ſuppoſed to 
have a juſt Notion of the former State of them, and 
the Methods by which they gradually funk into their 
preſent low Condition. 
h xd > That 


1 
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( 4 ) 


That wiſe and glorious Princeſs, Queen Elza- 
beth, gave all manner of Encouragement to the 
Moollen Manufacturies, rightly judging, that there- 


by the Growth of our Country, and the Labour of 


our Countrymen, in the way of Trade and Com- 
merce, might bring to GREAT BRITAIN more 
Wealth than the Mines of PE Ru and Mex1co could 
produce for the Spaniſh Monarchy. The Succeſs 
was anſwerable to the Wiſdom of her Meaſures ; 
Trade flouriſhed, the Subjects grew rich, her Ma- 


jeſty was beloved, the Nation was eſteemed and 


dreaded. But, ſome Time after, the ſame Care 
was not taken for the Encouragement of our Wool- 
len Trade, and the Conſequence was ſuch as might 
have been expected. I ſhall not go back any far- 
ther than my own Knowledge and Experience can 
carry me, which is as far as the Peace of Ryſwick; 
at which Time I was an Apprentice and a Witneſs to 
the flouriſhing Condition of our Yoollen-Manufatu- 
ries, and of all other Trades by that Means; of 
the vaſt Demand, from Abroad, for our Goods; 
and of the flow of Spaniſh and other Foreign Coin, 
into this Nation, where it was more current than 
our own. The preſent Age will hardly credit me, 
(though I can prove it, and am ready to prove it, 
by undeniable Teſtimonies) when I aſſure them, that 
the Spaniſh and Dutch Merchants would come to our 
Manufacturers Houſes in the Country, and buy, 
with ready Money, all the Goods we could ſpare 
from our home Conſumption z and that we often re- 
fuſed to accept their Money, but kept our Goods 
in our Warehouſes for our Cuſtomers at Home. We 
were not then forc*d to let our Goods lie for a Year 
or two in Blackwell Hall, Moth-eating, at an expence 
for Houſe-Rent, Factorage, and Diſcount Money. 
At this Time Mooll yielded the Sheep-Maſter from 
12 to 14 and 161, a Pack, and all other Products 


bore a proportionable Price, as they ever will be 


found 


1 


found to do. This was the then happy State of the 
Nation; and from hence I would obſerve two Things 
in Anſwer to two Objections that I have heard 
made againſt my Scheme for preventing the Expor- 
tation of any unmanufactured Wool, and manufac- 
turing it at Home, viz. 1ſt. that we might find 
Hands enough to manufacture our own Wool at 
Home; and 2dly, that we might have, from Abroad, 
a Demand for all the manufactured Goods that we 
could ſpare from our own Conſumption. There are 
as many, and I believe, many more People in the 
Nation now than there were then, that might be 
employed in our Manufacturies; the Nature of 
our Goods and the Wants of Foreigners for ſuch 
Goods would be the ſame: So that were there pro- 
per Care taken to prevent the Exportation of our 
Wool, and proper Means uſed for manufacturing it 
ourſelves, Trade muſt again, in a few Years, 
be reſtored to its former flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, and all other Commodities bear a ſuita- 
ble Price; foreign Money would again find 
its former Channel, run plentifully into this 
Kingdom, and by its Circulation enrich every 
Part of it. I would aſk any Man to tell me how 
it comes to paſs that Portugal Money is to be ſeen 
in almoſt all Payments. Is it not becauſe their Mar- 
kets are ſupplied by ug, and the Balance of Trade, 
notwithſtanding the great Quantities of their Wine 
that we take in return, is ſo greatly in our Favour ? 
What is the Reaſon that we ſee ſo little of other 
Foreign Coin, but only this, that heir Markets, 
which were formerly ſupplied with our Manu- 
factures, are now ſupplied by others? But if we do, 
as we may do, prevent the Exportation of our 
Wool, we ſhall put it out of their Power to make 
thoſe Goods, 27 conſequently oblige them to buy 
them of us, 18 8 
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(8) 
LETTER IL 
F after what has been faid, the Intelligent Rea- 
] der could be in any doubt whether we have 
Jands enough to Manufacture all our Wool at 
Home, let me inform him, upon the Credit of a 
noble Peer, a true Patriot of his Country, who took 
the Pains, for the publick Good, to procure an Eſ- 
timate of the Number of the Poor on the Pariſh 
Rates in England, made but four Years ago, that it 
amounted then to One Million, Four Hundred 
Thouſand; of which Number Three Hundred 
Thoufand were reckon*d to be Orphans, and Per- 
ſons incapable of Work; and the remaining One 
Million, one Hundred Thouſand, fit for Labour : 
and it ought to be obſerv'd, that many who are in- 
capable of Labour, or Work that requires much 
Strength, may be able to do ſomething in the Wool- 
len Manufafturies, This was not the miſerable State 
of the Poor while they were in a flouriſhing one. It 
may be worth while to enquire into the Beginning of 
their Declenſion. 
The Year before the Peace of Ryfwick, the Eng- 
li 2 jealous leaſt Ireland, by being able to Work 
Woollen Goods cheaper than they could do, would 
by that Means ſupplant them in Foreign Markets, 
took the following Occaſion to Cramp their free 
Trade with other Nations, which they then enjoyed. 
England, having reduced Treland, and reſtor'd to the 
8 their Eſtates, at that Time in the Hands 
of the Papiſts, the Iriſb agreed to pay Three Mil- 
lions of the Nine Millions Expence which that Ex- 
pedition coſt England, but finding it difficult to raiſe 
FE Money, it was agreed between them that Eng- 
and ſhould bear that whole Expence, and that Jre- 
land ſhould lay a Tax of four Shillings in the Pound 
on all V wolln Goods ä to Foreign Markets. 


Upon 


CF 

Upon this, England became fearful that the iſh, 
not having, as before, the Opportunity of their Fu- 
reign Trade, might Prejudice the Enghſþ Manufac- 
turies by Importing Woollen Goods to England 
cheaper than we could have made them here: And, 
therefore, they prohibited the Importation of Mool- 
en Goods from Ireland to England, except only to 
the five Wooll Ports; and ſubjected all ſuch Goods 
to Duties laid on them by antecedent Acts; the 
Conſequence of all which was this; the four Shillings 
in the Pound, laid by the Jr; Parliament on all 
Moollen Goods imported from Jreland to Foreign 
Markets, made it impracticable for them to deal 
with other Nations, while the Duties, lazd by the 
Engliſb Parliament on all ſuch Goods imported from 
thence to England, made it as impoſſible for them 
to deal, upon Terms of any Profit, with us. 

What now could the [ri do? Not having a 
proper Vent for their Manufactured Goods, they were 
glad to ſeek out for Foreign Cuſtomers for their Un- 
manufactured Wool, Thus we ſubverted the Jriſb 
Manufacturies, but at the ſame Time gave a great 
Advantage to an Enemy, much more formidable 
than the Iriſb could have been, to our Exgliſb Trade. 
For France took this Opportunity of getting Wool 
comb d from the Triſh, who were willing to do ſome- 
thing, at leaſt, towards Manufacturing it. The 
Method of Running it was, by ſkrewing it inte 
Caſks, with Shot covered with Butter, in order to 
reduce it to a proper Weight. And, as the French 
thus got cmd Wool from Ireland, fo upon diſband- 
ing the Army at the Peace of Ryſwick, where were 
ſeveral Soldiers brought up to the Moollen Trade, 
and then deſtitute of a Maintenance, France gave 
them Encouragement to go over; by which Means 
they not only got Materials and uſeful Hands to af- 
ſiſt them in carrying on their Manufacturies, but in- 
genious and experienced Heads to inſtruct them 0 

| tne 
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the beſt Methods of Improvement. This was the 
Beginning of the Growth of their Manufacturies, 
and the Decreaſe of ours, though both were at that 
Time very ſmall in compariſon of what they are 
now. However by ſending their Goods to Foreign 
Markets, they leſſened the Demand for ours, and 
lowered the Price; ſo much, that Wool fell from 
14 and 16 Pounds a Pack, to 9 and 11. 

Soon after this a War enſued, and the French 
were at a Loſs for Wool; they had little or none 
but what they took with their Privateers. I was at 
that Time in Trade for myſelf, and had conſidera- 
ble Dealings, ſo that I was a Judge of the then 
State of our Conſumption, and the Price of Goods. 
We had at this Time, 1703, to our ſelves, the 
Cloathing of all the known World, except thoſe 
with whom we were at War; Goods were demand- 
ed as faſt as we could make them; we had our 
own Price for them; and Wool roſe again from 9 
and 11 Pounds, to 12 and 14 a Pack. I defire the 
Reader would bear one thing in Mind all the way, 
that not only the Demand for our Goods Abroad 
was greateſt, but the Price of them, and of unma- 
nufaftured Wool at Home was higheſt, when the leaſt 
Wool was exported unmanufattured. 


— — 


LETTER III 


S I obſerved, the War, which hindred the 

French from having any Quantities of our 
Wool, railed the Price of it at Home, and encreaſed 
the Demand, from Abroad, for our manufactured 
Goods; and the Demand continued for three or 
four Years, ſo that we had a Sale for all that WE 
made; but then, about 1707, the Prices of our 
Goods funk, and Wool was fallen ſrom 12 and 14 1. 


a 


(9) 


a Pack to 9 and 117.-T could not immediately 
diſcern the Cauſe of this Fall ; but in 1708, whilſt 
I and ſeveral more were waiting for a Convoy, a 
piſb Merchant, of my Acquaintance, who freight- 
ed his Ship with Wool ſome time after us, fell down 
to the Paſſage in order to go off with that Tide, 
being reſolved, as he ſaid, to loſe no Time in ſtay- 
ing for the Convoy, but venture without it. He did 
ſo; and we ſoon heard that he was taken by the 
French. Within a Fortnight's Time he brought 
back the empty Veſſel, which he pretended to have 
ranſomed, having left the Wool in France, He 
freighted his Ship again with F/0/, ventured again 
without a Convoy, whilſt we lay ſtill waiting for one, 
and he was taken again by the French. I knew 
this Man's Circumſtances to be ſuch that he had 
neither Money nor Credit ſufficient to ſuſtain ſuch 
Loſſes, or to pay ſuch Ranſoms. But, ſoon after, 
in the Year 1709, I diſcover'd the Roguery of 
thus venturing the Run, as they call it, without a 
Convoy, I dealt in Company with a Merchant, 
who, being diſappointed of his Freight, offer*d to 
be concerned with me, if I would join with him, in 
Running Wool to France; aſſuring me that for three 
Pounds we might have a French Paſs (as well as 1 
remember) from a Perſon who lived at Edinburgh ; 
which Paſſes, if the Ship fell into the Hands of the 
 Privateers, were not to be produced 'till they ar- 
rived in fome Harbour in France, leſt they ſhould 
be Ferſey or Guernſey Privateers. I refufed his Offer, 
but this explained to me the Reaſon of the fall of 
our Wool (to 81. 105. and 97.) and the decreaſe of 
| our Trade, By theſe Methods, as well as by Cap- 
tures, the French got a Quantity of our Wool to mix 
with their coarſe Wool (not worth above 2 J. or 2 7. 
10 5. a Pack) fo that they were able, at a cheaper 
Rate, to ſupply Foreign Markets which uſed to buy 
our Goods, Thus ſtood the State of our Yoo! and 
| Moollen 


( to ) 
Weollen Manufafturies in Great Britain about the 
Year 1712 3 and thus it continued to decline 'till the 
Plague broke out in France; at which Time Woot 
was fallen to 7 J. or 71. 10s. a Pack. From 1712 
to this Period, 1719, or thereabouts, beſides the 
Wool exported wholly unmanufactured, Numbers, 
Thouſands of Combers were employed (a great many 
of them I myſelf knew perſonally) by the Papiſts in 
Ireland, which they ſent to France; and if any hap- 


. pened to be ſeized by inferior Officers, or others, it 


was as conſtantly diſcharged, and ſuffered to go 
Abroad. But the Plague above-mentioned put a 
Stop to all Intercourſe with France; during which 
Time, while they could get none of our Wool, it 
roſe from 7 J. and 7 l. 105. a Pack to 117. or 12 J. 
Our Goods were again called for as faſt as we could 
make them, and we fold them at whatever Price we 
thought fit to ſet upon them. Theſe are undeniable 
Facts, and theſe Facts undeniably ſhew not only the 
true Cauſes of the decay of our Trade, but the cer- 
tain Method by which it may be redeem'd. The 
French, in proportion to the Quantity of Wool which 
they have been able to get from us, have more or 
leſs, ſupplanted us in Foreign Markets, and under- 
fold us; hinder them from geting any more of our 
Wool, and the Demand for our Goods Abroad, 
and the Price of them muſt unavoidably riſe to their 
former Height. — Thus I have brought down my 
ſhort Narrative of the Riſe and Fall of the Price of 
Wool, of the Growth and Decreaſe of the Woollen 
Trade, to the ceaſing of the Plague. After the 
Plague was over, and Commerce with France re- 
newed, our Wool ſunk again from 11 J. and 127. a 
Pack to 77. or 71. 105. and has ever ſince been 
gradually ſinking *till it is now fallen to 4 J. 105. 
and 5 4 a Pack. For Wool has been exported in 
much greater Quantities for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, 
chiefly occaſioned by the Connivance, or Neglect of 


Officers ; 


4444 

Officers; and it is computed that at this Time France 
has, of our Wool, yearly, 300,000 Packs; from 
which Computation I can demonſtrate that hey get 
yearly, while we, yearly, loſe the getting above 
8, ooo, ooo Il. But if, according to Calculations 
formerly made, Great Britain and Ireland produce, 
yearly, 800,000 Packs of Wool, which I believe 
to be true, then France has yearly from us 500,000 
Packs. What ſhews my Calculation to be right is 
this: I ſuppoſe nobody imagines that any of our 
Wool is deſtroyed. What is not manufactured at 
Home is fold to Foreigners, There can be no more 
manufactured than what is combed, ſcribbled, and 
carded; but there are not now a third Part of the 
Number of Combers, Scriblers, and Carders in Eng- 
land and Ireland which we had in the Year 1698; 
and even that ſmall Number has not full Employ- 
ment. From hence judge of the preſent flouriſhing 
Condition of the Moollen Manufacturies of our Ene— 
mies, the French, and of the Riches ariſing to them 
from their Trade. The deplorable Condition of our 
own Manufacturies, with the dreadful Conſcquences 
of their Decay, it is very melancholy, but as neceſ- 
ſary to conſider, as it is timely to repair. 


8 Py > et, al —— 
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Fr. 
F Wool was Sold at Home for 14 and 16 J. a Pack 


when our Trade was in a flouriſhing Condition, 
and has continued ever fince to rife and fall regular- 
ly in proportion to the Exports of our manufactured 
Goods, the preſent low Price of it ſhews the great 
decay of our Trade. As I obſerved, it now ſells 
(unleſs it be ſuch as is made fit for Manufacturing, 
and that may fetch 61.) for 5 and 47. 105. a Pack 
from whence it 1s evident that we have not one 


third Part of our Wool MANUFACTURED at 
| * Home, 


( 12 ) 
Home, or one third Part of the Quantity of Goods 
carried to Foreign Markets, which we formerly 
had, and might have again carried thither, if the 
Exportation of our Unmanufaiiur'd Wool were ef 
fectually prevented: And for want of this Demand 
from Abroad what ſcarcity of Money muſt ſuch a 
prodigious decay of the Staple Commodity of the 
Nation occaſion! And for want of Employment 
what Numbers of ruined and neceſſitous People 
muſt be beholden to their ſeveral Pariſhes for a 
Maintenance, thereby adding greatly to the Load 
of our Rates, at the ſame time rendering us lefs 
able to bear it!— That this is a right way of Rea- 
ſoning, appears from Fa, ſince the Circulation of 
Coin, and the Number of Poor, have always been 
equal to the Quantity of Goods manufattured at 
Home, and fold Abroad; if ſo, the preſent ſcarcity 
of Money, felt and complained of univerſally, and 
the numerous Poor among us, prove the great de- 
cay of Trage, As we may argue from the /atter, 
as from a known Cauſe, ſo we may as juſtly reaſon 
from the former, as from a certain Effect. They 
prove each other, backward and forward. And 
what makes this our diſtreſſed Condition doubly diſ- 
ſtreſſed, is this; that thoſe Riches and that Sirengtb 
which we loſe are gained by our potent ambitious 
Neighbours, and irreconcileable Enemies, the French, 
(our Intereſts being oppoſite) who will be watchful 
to lay hold of every Opportunity to ruin us; and 
now ſtand Neuter only to impoveriſh us ſtill the 
more by the farther Deſtruction of our Trade; thus 
deferring the Stroke till they can ſtrike more ef- 
fectually. That they get the Trade which we Hoſe, 
is undeniable, becauſe whenever we have been at 
Variance with hem, and they could not get our Un- 
manufactured Wool, the riſe of our Trade Abroad has 
immediately been quick and great. Theſe Facts, 
already cited in this Narrative, I know to be ws 
1 an 
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and fo does every one that has known Buſineſs as long 
as I have done. But to go on with the Account 
of our preſent State of the Y/oollen Trade. It ap- 
pears not only from the great ſcarcity of Money, and 
the Number of Poor (there being above Eleven Hun- 
dred Thouſand capable of Wort, upon the Pariſh. 
Rates) but from the general Teſtimony of the Wool 
ten Manufacturers from all Parts of the Kingdom, 
and from an Argument ſtill more convincing than 
their Teſtimory, from the Numbers that are daily 
breaking, and others leaving off Trade in Time, that 
they might not waſte what they had acquir'd in 
better Times. Here, alſo, I aſſert nothing but 
what I can witneſs the Truth of: And, I, my 
ſelf, am one of thoſe who Traded 'till I could 
Trade no longer without % by my Bulineſs. I 
do aſſure the Publick, upon the Word and Faith 
of a Chriſtian, that, though I may preſume to un- 
derſtand it as well as moſt Men, if any one would 
give me Wool, upon Condition that I ſhould work 
it, I would not accept it; becauſe if I propoſed 
to get any thing by it I ſhould be forc'd to uſe 
Methods ſo oppreſſive to the poor Yorkmen as my 
Nature could not bear. As I was deſired by ſo 
many Thouſands to intereſt my ſelf in this Affair, 
ſeveral of the diſtreſs*d Y/orkmen have applied to 
me with their melancholly Complaints; and I 
am inform'd that the following Methods of Op- 
preſſion are practic'd by Maſters; not ſo much, 
perhaps, from a cruel or avaritious Temper, as 
from Neceſſity. Not having a Subſiſtence without 
Trade, they were willing to continue it, tho? their 
Returns were ſo ſmall, and the Prices of their 
Goods ſo low, that they could not live by it, 
without lowering the Price of Labour to ſuch a 
Degree that the Labourers cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt 
upon their Wages; all which is owing to the 
French's being able to 6LUT Foreign Markets, and 
C 2 underſell 


—_ 


« 
— 


- * — 
——— 2 . @ 
oy — — 


2 2 _ ow > * © 4 Yo 
- a . : 
Cee, 4 % « - — — 2 „ ͤ —_ = TU ˙ ˙˙—— ne ——_—_ 
UA EO 2 Coon Vw dy I OOO A re 22 ng oe Ou ee 


( 14) 


underſell us, by reaſon of the great Quantities of 


their own cheap Wool which they can mix with 


ours, and the cheapneſs of their Labourers Rents 


and Food; many of whom live only upon Bread 


and Garlck. The Methods are theſe. —If the 


Maſter has any Goods that are Moth-eaten, braid- 
ed, ſcorched in the Preſs, torn in the Tenters, or 
on any other Account unfit for Sale, he obliges his 
Labourers to take them at double the Price which 
they can get for them; and as a Security to the 
Maſter that they ſhall take theſe Goods, every 
one of his Labourers depoſites one Shilling in his 
Hand, deducted out of his Labour. In other 
Places the Meſters oblige each Labourer to return, 
out of his Wages, one Shilling a Week, without 
allowing them any Goods for it; ſome doing this 


under the Pretence of a Lodging, though the La- 


bourers have no ſuch thing; and others, without 
the Formality of any Pretence at all, taking it on- 
ly for employing them, And to make the moſt of 
this cruel, oppreſſive Scheme, they employ thirty 
two Men a Week to do the Work only of welve, 
that they may have the Benefit of the Deduction 
of thirty two Shillings: By which Means it has 
happen*d that a poor Labourer at the Week's End 
has had but Four-pence Half-penny for the Support 


of himſelf and Family; as one of them told me 


but laſt Saturday that he is ready to appear before 
the Parliament to make Affidavit of it. A Senſe 
of Compaſſion towards ſuch miſerable Sufferers can- 
not but tenderly affect the Hearts of all Perſons 
that have either Chriſtian Charity, or common Hu- 
manity ; but every Subject of Great Britam is more 
ſenſibly affected, by this deplorable State of our 
Trade, from Reaſons of Self-Intereſt, drawn from 
the Conſequences of ſuch a total decay of our 
Wootlen Manufatturies, upon the publick Welfare, 
and the Safety of the Government: Por, to this it 


* 
9 
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is chiefly owing (though Perſons, unacquainted with 
the Nature of Commerce and the Circulation of Trade, 
do not ſee the Original Cauſe of thoſe Evils which 
they feel) that in London and in other Towns ſo ma- 
ny Tradeſmer fail, ſo many Houſes ſtand empty, fo 
little Bu/ineſs and leſs — is ſtirring; that in the 
Country ſto many Farmers are forced to leave their 
Farms, or have conſiderable Abatements made in 
their Rents, and that ſo many of them break in- 
debted to their Landlords ; that in all Markets the 
Prices of their Commodities are lowered ſo much 
beyond what they bore when the Poor, by being 
employed, had more Money to go to Market with, 
and others, by the Circulation of Foreign Money, 
imported hither in return for the Labour of our 
Workmen, could afford to buy more Goods, give a 
better Price, and pay better for them. Whereas, 
now, in Prudence they muſt make ſhift without 
many Conveniences, as well as Superfluities, or con- 
tract Debts which they cannot diſcharge. This 1s 
our preſent Evil State; and this State is owing to 
the Exportation of Unmanufactured Wool to France. 
That ſome immediate Remedy ought to be apphed, 
every one will own, if he be a Friend to his Ning, 
his Country, or himſelf. It 1s very plain that the 
Laws, now in Being, are not ſufficient to prevent 
ſuch Exportation. If it be aſk'd, why they are not 
as effectual, as they uſed to be formerly, the An- 
ſwer 1s ſhort and eaſy. Religion is at as low an Ebb 
as Trade. When Conſcienee had its proper Influence, 
and Men had a Senſe of Duty, they would not 
make free with Oaths, or ſell their King and Coun- 
try, for their private Advantage. That Cement of 
Society being diffoly'd, that Barrier of publick 
Good deſtroyed, perſonal Intereſt takes Place of the 
National one, and the moſt ſacred Obligations give 
way to avaritious and ambitious Views. It is worth 
while for France to give large Premiums to bribe Of- 
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ficers, and in ſuch corrupted Times Officers will not 


have Honeſty enough to refuſe them; as appears 
too evidently from Experience. The State of the 
French Manufacturies are a Proof that they have our 
Mool in large Quantities, becauſe they could not 
have improved them without it. An Account of 
them was publiſhed, (though ſoon out of Print) in a 
Journal of Mr. Mwr's; from whence the Daily Poſt 
three Months ago made an Abſtract. But a Ser- 
vant of my own, who fled for Debt to France, and 
was employed in their Manufacturies, has aſſured 
me that they can have any Quantity of our Wool 
that they want, In the room, therefore, of Of- 
cers, who, befides their liableneſs to Corruption, are 
very expenſive to the Nation, I have offered my 
Scheme, of an Univerſal Regiſtry; which, under any 
Penalty whatſoever, I am ready, before the Parka- 
ment, or any Number of the Court of Adermen and 
Common Council, to defend; and ſhew it to be as ef- 
feftual, as it is eaſy and familiar; adapted to the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, and the Liberty of the 
Subject. — Since I began this Letter I have met 
with ſome Objections againſt my Calculations and 
Scheme; and the next Week an Anſwer to them 
ſhall conclude what I have to ſay on this important 
Subject; and I ſhall think my ſelf happy if I can 
offer any thing that may be inſtrumental in ſaving 
ſo many Famulies from Ruin, promoting the Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of the Nation, and ſecuring to 
us our Religious and Civil Rights under the Govern- 
ment of his preſent Majeſty and his Royal Iflue. 


—— 


2 
— 1 hand 


LETTER. V. 
HE. firſt Objection that I ſhall take Notice of, 
concerns the Quantity of Uumanufactured Wool 


exported, It is faid, that we do not export above 
| 144000 


KE * 

144000 Pounds worth of Goods from London, and I 
imagine that the reſt of the Nation (ſince the Eſtab- 
liſhment of Blackwell-Hall) may not export more 
than that Quantity, From whence it is argued, 
that Great Britain and Ireland do not produce 800000 
Packs of Wool. But, with moſt humble Submiſſion 
to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who make this Objec- 
tion, it proves nothing more than the Decay of 
Trade. If they will turn back to the Exports of 
our Manufacturies in the Times of their Proſperity 
when France had not our Unmanufatiured Wool, they*ll 
find them to be exceeding large. To give one In- 
ſtance. In the Year 1698, at Brito! Fair, only, in 
eight Days time the Dutch and Spaniſh Merchants and 
Factors bought above 150000 Pounds worth of Wool- 
len Goods; beſides what was carried from Bridge- 
water in a Dutch Dogger. Minebead, Barnſtable, 
Bitheford, Topſham, or Exon; along the South Chan- 
nel, London, Bocking and Braintry, Norwich and Yar- 
month, we have all imaginable Reaſon to conclude, 
ſold proportionable Quantities for Exportation. Be- 
ſides what was exported from Vreland (who then had 
a free Trade) by Dutch and Spaniſb Merchants and 
Factors, from Cork, Youghall, Waterford and Dublin, 
that I knew of; as alſo, great Quantities of Sheep's 
grey and white izes and Stockings. I much queſ- 
tion whether Taunton has now above 3000074. Stock 
in the Y/eoollen Manufacturies, and whether, thro? 
the badneſs of the Times, they can turn their Mo- 
ney more than once a Year, whereas at the above- 
mentioned Period they had four times as much, and 
could turn their Money four times a Year. *Tis the 
ſame at Froom, &c. The ſmall Exports from Lon- 
don and other Parts, of late Years, can't diſprove the 
Facts which I have cited, but only ſhew that our For- 
mer Trade 1s loſt; as the State of the French Ma- 
nufacturies ſhew that hey have got it, and by the 
Means of our Un manufactured Wool, without which 


they 
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they could not poſſibly have improved their Trade: 
What the exact Quantity of Wool, produced in Great 
Britain and Ireland, is, we can never tell, without 


an Univerſal Regiſtry, but all experienc*d Dealers, who 


have had the beſt Opportunities of making an Eſti- 
mate, for forty Years together, have agreed to lay 
it at about 800000 Packs. However, be the Quan- 
tity what it will, ſince it is ſufficient, if exported, Un- 


 manufafiured, to France, to impoveriſh and enſlave 


us, we ſhall be unpardonably wanting to our own 
Safety and Happineſs, if we any longer neglect to 
prevent the Exportation of it, which never can be 
done effectually, but by an Univerſal Regiſtry ; and 


that not in the Hands of Officers, but in Trade, 


Mr. Hambleton, the Projector, has propoſed a 
Scheme, which would effectually make Slaves of us. 
He would have a Number of Officers to purchaſe all 
the Growth of Britiſb and Irifþ Wool; by which he 
ſhews that either he knows nothing of the true Inte- 
reſt and Welfare of his Country, or has no Regard 
to them. For, firſt, I would ask him where he would 
find a ſufficient Number of Officers of Skill and Ho- 
neſty enough to diſtinguiſb the Value of every Pack of 
Wool, and to give the Proprietors the proper Price 
for it. If we ſhould be ſo happy as to prevent the 
Exportation of our Wool, it would riſe again to 12, 
14, and 16/7. a Pack; but by this Scheme the Pro- 
prietors mult loſe the Benefit of a ng Market, be- 
cauſe theſe Officers cam ſet what Price they pleaſe up- 
on it ; and the Manufacturers who muſt buy it of them, 


will be ſaddled with a moſt exorbitant Price, or elſe 


they'll ſell it to France, where they can make a bet- 
ter Bargain. But, as ſome Perſons of great Account, 


have inſinuated to me, the French being our good Al- 


lies, it is our Intereſt to let them have our Wool. That 
is, in plain Enghh, it is our Intereſt, to make them 
a Compliment of our Wealth and Strength; and in 
Regard to their great Love and Generolity towards 
us, 


| ( 19 ) > 
to make them our Maſters; and put it in their Pow- 
er to do what they pleaſe with us. Oh, but we ſhall 
diſoblige them, if we keep our Wool from them. 
That is, they are ſuch hearty Friends to us, that, un- 
leſs we give them our Eſtates, become Beggars, that 
they may be Rich; Slaves, that they may accompliſh 
their Views of Univer/al Monarchy ; unlefs, I fay, you'll 
grant them theſe, few reaſonable Things, they'll be 
very angry and quarrel with you. 

Others, from better Motives, object that there is 
no Occalion for an Univerſal Regiſtry, ſince in many 
Pariſhes there are not Sheep enough to make it worth 
while, : 

To this Objection I anſwer in few Words; ft, 
that if there were any Pariſhes left without a Regiſtry, 
FRANCE would ſoon find out Ways of getting Wool 
carried thither for their Uſe. Secondly, That Manu- 
facturies would extend themſelves (to the great Im- 
provement of the Gentlemen's Eſtates, without their 
running any Hazards in the planting them) which . 
would occaſion an increaſe of the Wool in many Pa- 
riſhes where now there is but little. 

Other well-meaning People are afraid of laying a 
Burthen upon thoſe who are to keep the Regzſtries, 
and likewiſe upon the Proprietors who may be plagued 
by the IIl- nature and Impertinence of the Regiſters. 

This holds equally againſt obliging the Subjects 
to ſuſtain am Office of Trouble for the publick Good, 
and againſt all Laws, however beneficial upon the 
whole, becauſe in particular Inſtances the Execution 
of them may be attended with ſome Inconveniencies. 
All the Inconveniencies (which are only imaginary) 
that the Ignorant can ſuppoſe to ariſe to the Proprieters 
are no Balance againſt the vaſt Advantages that would 
| accrue to them. And as to the Regifters, they will 
be & far from thinking their Ofice any Hardſhip, 
that they will be thankful for it; and that, too, 
without the l:aſt Oppreſſion __ the Publick, 2 
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A certain Great Man told me, there was no Oc- 
caſion for an Univer/al Regiſtry to prevent the Expor- 
tation of Wool, when we might command Foreign 
Markets by lwering Engliſh. Labour. — But, is it not 
a much ſhorter Way, to hinder our Neighbours from 
carrying any Goods thither, and by that Means 
keeping the Markets intirely to our ſelves, and fix- 
ing our own Prices ?---Neither is it poſſible, while the 
French have our Wool, to lower our Wages ſo much 
as to be able to wnderſell them; as I have already 
ſhewn. Our Labour is ſo low already that our La- 
bourers can't ſubſiſt - and if we could do it, the Na- 
'tion would be the Loſers by it ; provided, we Jower- 
ed the Price of our Goods proportionably. Who- 
ever knows any thing of Trade, knows, that the 
Riches of a Trading Nation ariſe from the Labour of 
the People; and conſequently that the higher the 
Wages tor manufacturing Goods that are Sold Abroad, 
the more Riches are brought into the Country, be- 
cauſe Foreigners pay for the Labour. 

The laſt Objection that I ſhall mention, ariſes 
purely from a Miſtake of the Fa. They urge, 
that it is monopolixing Trade, if it be granted, as it 
is requeſted, in Charter. But it is propoſed that eve- 
ry one ſhall have the Liberty of Manufacturing Goods, 
upon Condition only that he Regiſters the Wool, ac- 
cording to my Scheme, leſt, under a Pretence of 
making Cloth for the Uſe of his Family, he ſhould 
run Wool. All the Monopoly that the Proprietors 
under the Charter will enjoy, will be, the Care of 
ſeeing the Regiſtry faithfully executed, fo as to An- 
ſwer the Purpoſes intended by it. 


N. B. If any Gentleman, Merchant, or Tradeſman 
of Character, wants to be farther ſatisfied, as to any 
Part of my Scheme, if he pleaſes to give me No- 
tice by a Penny Poſt Letter, directed to me at Eure- 
frreet, Gravel-Lane, Southwark, I'Il wait on him. 5 
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AS CHEME to prevent the Exportation 
e Unmanufattured Wooi. 


I. 1* is humbly propoſed, That a Regiſtry be eſ- 

tabliſned in every Pariſh, throughout Great 
Britain, and Ireland, Sc. and that the Pariſh-Clerk, 
Tything-man or Overſeer of the Poor, (either of 
them as ſhall be thought proper by Parliament) be 
appointed Regiſter of each of the reſpective Pariſhes, 
who ſhall regiſter all Wool grown in, brought in, 
ſold out, pulled-off Skins manufactured; what 
Stocks, and in whoſe Hands---Either of theſe Men 
being moſt fit to ſerve, they knowing within a few 
Sheep what any Perſon keeps or ſhears in their re- 
ſpective Pariſhes; and if altered out of the Pariſh, 
to give Permits. Charge of Regiſtring from One 
Pack to any Number, if One Man's Property, to 
be but Two-pence, and for Permit Two-pence. 

II. Arr Sheep-maſters in Hours after 

ſhearing their Sheep or Lambs, on Pain of 

ſhall repair to the Regiſter of their Pariſh, and give 
a true Account of the Number of Fleeces, and the 
Weight of all their Wool to be regiſtred to his Ac- 
count, with a Duty of 5 s. per Pound, which is a- 
bout the Value of Labour to manufacture it, and 
there remain chargeable, till fold ; and before the 
Property is altered, on Pain of to Buyer and 
Seller, repair to the Regiſter's Office of that Pariſh 
where bought, and regiſter it to the Buyer's Account, 
with the faid Daty, diſcharging the former Proprie- 
tor; and if altered out the Pariſh, to take the Re- 
giſter's Permit: And fo from Hand to Hand, as 
bought or fold, till made appear it is thoroughly 
manufactured, and then fully diſcharged. 

N. B. This Duty charged is never Money out of 
Stock to fair Traders, but charged to pin it 
down; which will put it out of the Power of 
| D 2 Foreigners 
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Foreigners to tempt, or Owlers or others to 

furniſh them with any more unmanufactured 
Wool, Worſted, or Yarn from Great Britain, 
Ireland, &c. ä 

III. Arr Fell-mongers, or others pulling Woal 
off Skins, as ſoon as dry, ſhall in Manner aforeſaid 
regiſter the Number of Skins and Weight thereof, 
with the Duty as afore charged to their Account; 
and fo from Hand to Hand, as bought or ſold, till 
made appear thoroughly manufactured, then fully 
diſcharged. 

IV. ALL Perſons buying Pounds of 
Worſted or Yarn, on Pain of to Buyer 
and Seller, before the Property is altered, ſhall re- 
pair to the Regiſter of the Pariſh, and regiſter it to 
the Buyer's Account, with the Duty aforeſaid, diſ- 
charging the former Proprietor for ſo much; and if 
altered out of the Pariſh, take the Regiſters Per- 
mit; and fo from Hand to Hand, as bought or 
fold, till made appear thoroughly manufactured, 
then fully diſcharged. 

N. B. V. WHERE as ſeveral Worſted and Yarn- 
makers for Hoſe, Caps and Crewils, Sc. often ſell 
it by the Ounce, it is propoſed that they ſhall make 
Oath once à Quarter before the Regiſter, and Three 
or more of their Pariſhioners who beſt know their 
Characters and Dealings, that to the beſt of their 
Knowledge all the Wool they bought that Quarter, 
was and is to be manufactured thoroughly in thefe 
His Majeſty's Dominions ; and that ſuch Oaths fo 
taken ſhall diſcharge the Duty aforeſaid. 

VI. No Foreigner, on any Pretence, if not a 
Subject and an Inhabitant of Great Britain or treland, 
Sc. to buy Wool, Worſted, or Yarn, on Pain of 


_ Forfeiture of the faid Goods, and fix times the Va- 


lue, ſuch Foreigner, being convicted before the Re- 
giſter and three Pariſhioners, to be impriſoned, the 
Penalty to be the Prize of the Informer. 

| 7 VII. Any 
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VII. Any Pariſhioner, paying Pariſh Rates, 
ſhall, on Demand, inſpect the Regiſter*s Accounts; 
and if he does diſcover Fraud, report the fame at 
the next Quarter Seſſions to the Bench of Juſtices 
for that County wherein their Pariſh is, who ſhall 
adjudge, fine, and puniſh Offenders. | 

VIII. Ar Regiſters to give Attendance from 
Seven in the Morning till Twelve at Noon, and 
from Two till Five in the Evening, except the 
Hours of Service at Church; and if Neglect or 
Fraud is committed by the Regiſter, or againſt the 
Regiſtry to be adjudged, fined and puniſhed by the 
Bench of Juſtices, at the next Quarter Seſſions, held 
for that County where the Offence is committed, 
without Lawyer or Law-ſuits ; but the Complainant 
to ſet forth by Petition to the Bench of Juſtices, and 
the Defendant to make his Defence without Solicitor 
or Lawyer: No Clerks or others to extort or demand | 
Fees on Pain of his is ſuiting my | 
Scheme to our Conſtitution, as near as I was capable; | 
for every honeſt Man is willing to be judged by his 
Neighbours, who beſt know him in his Dealings; 
for therein a Man is beſt known. 

IX. Every Regiſter throughout Great Britain 
and Jreland, &c. in their reſpective Counties, under 
Pain of ſhall the ſecond Day of each Quar- 
ter Seſſions for ever, deliver in to the Bench of Juſ- 

- tices a true Account of all Wool grown in, brought 
in, and pulled off Skins and Weight thereof fold 
out manufactured; what Stocks, and in whoſe 
Hands in each of their reſpective Pariſhes. 

X..Anp on Pain of to the Juſtices of 
Peace in each County omitting throughout theſe His 
Majeſty's Dominions every Year ſending up an at- 
teſted Copy of all the Regiſters Accounts, to the 
Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament aſſembled, the firſt Week of their Sitting, 
that they may have the Account of the Growth and 
| Manufacture 
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Manufacture of all the Wool of Great Britain and 
Treland ; which will ſet the Inſpection above the Pof- 
ſibility of Frauds which Officers might be tempted 
to practiſe. | 

XI. Thar as many Ports be opened in England 
and Jreland, for Exporting or Importing Wool, 
Worſted, Yarn, or any Species of Woolen manu- 


factured Goods from Treland, for the Benefit of the 


fair Trader, as ſhall be thought requiſite by the Wit- 
dom of Parliament. OY 

XII. Tyar none but Engliſþ Owners do freight 
with Wool, Worſted, Yarn, or any Species of 
Woolen manufactured Goods from Ireland; and 
thoſe Ships firſt to be regiſtred before the Bench of 
Juſtices, at the Quarter Seſſions for that County 
wherein the Pariſh and Abode of the Owners is, the 
better to know their Characters, and whether they 
and their Sureties Circumſtance are anſwerable for 
the Obligation they enter into. 

XIII. Tu ar ſuch Maſter of Veſſel ſhall repair 
to the proper Regiſter, on Pain of and regiſ- 
ter all the Wool, Worſted, Yarn, or Woolen ma- 
nufactured Goods from Treland ſhe freights withal, 
with a Duty of 5 s. per Pound, charged to the Ship 
and Owners Account, diſcharging the former Pro- 

ietors; and when cleared His Majeſty's Cuſtom- 

ouſe, fail as conſigned, and ſo remain chargeable 


till an Account arrives from ſuch Regiſters where 


imported ; then charged to them to whom ſhe is con- 
ſign'd, diſcharging the faid Veſſel, and as before, 
regiſter here in England from Hand to Hand, as 
bought or ſold, till it appears to be thoroughly ma- 
nufactured, then fully diſcharged. | 
XIV. TrarT an Account ſhall be ſent, on a cer- 
tain Penalty to any Regiſter who neglects, the laſt 
Day of every Month, where ſuch Goods were im- 
ported, to all thoſe Regiſters from whence exported, 
the Ships, Maſters, and Owners Names, with juſt 
| | | Returns 
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Returns of their Bills of Lading, compared with 
their Books from whence exported, which will make 
appear if any 1s run, allowing Time for Performance 
of the Voyage: Poſtage free on this Affair. 

XV. THAT any Ship miſſing, the Owners, Sure- 
ties, Maſter and Men be ſued and proſecuted at His 


Majeſty's Suit and Charge, except made plain ap- 


pear ſhe was wreckt at Sea; which if it ſhould hap- 
pen on any Shore out of His Majeſty's Dominions, 


they ſhall not break Bulk; and if they cannot fave 


the Veſſel, (if it can be done with Safety to their 
Lives) ſhall ſet Fire to her, and burn the Cargo, to 
prevent its falling into. Foreigners Hands, on Pain 
of them and their Sureties being proſecuted as if il- 
legally exporting it. 

XVI. In caſe of War no Ship laden with Wool, 


Worſted, Yarn, or any Species of Woollen Manu- 


facturies from Jreland, ſhall ſail without Convoy, 
and obey Sailing Orders on Pain of the Owners and 
Sureties being proſecuted as if illegally exporting it: 
For deſigning Men, with French paſſes, uſed laſt 
Wars to run into Privateers Hands ; and what has 
been, may be again. 

XVII. Wren Three Ships or more are freighted 
with Wool, Sc. from Sn the Cargoes regiſtred, 
and cleared at his Majeſty's Cuſtom-Houſe, the 
Captain ſtationed for Convoy, on Days No- 
tice given, ſhall fail next fair Wind, on Pain of ſuch 
Captain being for ever rendered incapable of ſerving 
His Majeſty ; and ſuch Merchants ſhall recover their 
Damage of him by their Action at Law. The 


Projector of this Scheme, Samuzr WEEBBER, ſuf- 


fered in the Year 1708 by ſuch Neglect of Captain 
Wade Commander of the Adventure, then ſtationed 
and in Harbour with us; as did Mr. Bambury, Mr. 
Cocbill of Bytheford, the two Lakes, ſen, and jun. 
Mr. Heſfterbrock, Mr. Pyke, and Mr. Hogg of Apple- 
dow, Mr, Warman of Barnſtable, Eight Ships lng 
rom 
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(26) | 
from Briftol and Minehead, all which can be proved 
by living Witneſſes.----I am ſenſible of my Imper- 
fections, but would humbly beg your Honours to 
ſupply my Defects. It might be expected in Sea- 
Ports of much Buſineſs, to allow ſomewhat more to 
Regiſters, wherever it can be done without clog- 
ging Trade; for the Property of the private Sub- 
ject, as well as the publick Intereſt of His Majeſty, 
and of the Nation, is what I build my Projection 


upon, 


— 


POSTCRIPT. 
„s the Woollen Manufacturers juſtly obſerve, 
A the Act obtained laſt Seſſions to bring ri 
Yarn hither, Duty free, will not prevent the Ex- 
portation of our Unmanufattured Wool to Foreigners, 
and therefore it would prove highly prejudicial to our 
Worſted and Yarn Makers; but if the Nation 
ſhould be fo happy as to have an Act paſs'd for an 
Univerſal Regiſtry of all the Growth of great Bri- 
tain's and Ireland's Wool, then to let Ireland ſend 
eir Yarn, and Wool, both Duty free, will be of 
great Advantage to his Majeſty and Britiſh Sub- 
jects, and be a ſufficient Inducement to the Irifþ 
Parliament and Nation to comply with an Univer- 


fa] Regiſtry. 
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